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MONUMENTS AND RELICS

An Ordinence to Provide for the Preservation of
Ancient, Historical, and Natural Monuments,
Relics and other Objects of Archaeological,
Ethnogranhlcal Historical or other Scientific
Interest. :

(4ST JUNE, 1947).

1o This Ordinsnce may be cited as the Monuments and
Relics Ordinsnee, and shall apply to the Colony and
Protectorate,

2o In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise
requires = R o
"ancient monument” means any building,

ruin, remaining portion of building or ruin, stone
ecirele, altar, pillsr, statue, tumulus, grave, rock
shelter, kitchen midden, earth-work, 1ron-sme1t1ng
site, underground cistern, shell mould or other site
or thing of a similar kind, of archaeolégical,
ethnographical, historical or other scientific
interest, but does not include any ancient'workine;

"ancient working" means any shaft, cuttings,
turnel or stope which was made for mining purposcs
and which has been proclaimed as such by the'-
Governor under the provisions of section 9;

"ethnographical aerticle” means cercmon1a1
insignia and includes any other article of" X -
archaeological, ethnographical, historical or other

seientific interest which has been proclaimed as

such by the Governor under the provismon of sectlon .

9;

"Goverrment" means the Government of Sierra
Leone; NSy T
"monumen " means"-_“ _““' -
(a) ey ancient monnment‘

(b) - any area of land whlch is of archaeologlcal or o o
~ historical 1ntcrcst or’ contalns obaects of such et
"rlnterest° T - T

() ’“any waterfall, cave, grotto, avenue of trees,
.. 01d tree or old bulldlng, and,‘
(a) | eany other obJect (whether natural or constructe&

by men) of archaeological, ethnographical, hlstorlcaln
or other éclcntlflc interest;

“nat:onal monnmen ? means a monument whlch has been

proolalmed as such by the Governor under the provi31ons T
of section 10; :
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"relicameans~— |
(s) any fosil of any kind;

(b) any ancient draw1ng, engrav1ng or palntlng on’
stones or petroglyph

(o) any ancient iuplement, article or ornanent;
and

(&) any archaeoclogical or ethnographical contcnﬁé
of any ancient monument or encient working.

3. (1) As from the commencement of this Ordinance, there shall
be established a commission, to be known as the Monuments
and Relics Commission end hereinafter referred 4o "as the
Commission" which shall consist of not less than seven
mexbers, who shall be appointed by the Governor..

(2) If the Commkssion consists of less than nine menbers,
thres shall form a quorum. If the Commission consists
of more than nine members not less than one-third of the
total mcmbershlp shall form a quorumu

(3) The members of the Comm1551on shall choose one of thelr
nunber as Chairman, who shall convene all meetings of the
Commission (other than the first meeting which shall be
convened by the Governor). If at any meeting of the
Commission the Chairman is sbsent, the members present
shall choose one of their-number as Chairman at that meeting.

(L) The member pre51d1ng as Chalrman at any meetlng of the Comm1851on
shall have a deliberatlvc as well as a cast1np votea :

(5) Subjest to the provision of sub-section (4); a ‘decision of the
majority of the members of the Commission present at any meeting
shall be deemed to be & éeclslon of the Comm1851on. :'

Lo No remuneratlon ‘shall he'paid to the members of the Commission,
but each member may be paid from the funds of the Commission his = . b
reasonable expenses for travelling and subsistence while engaged - 23
upon the business of the Commission at at rate which shall be i
prescribed by regulation under thls Ordlnanceo

E The Commission shall be a body corporate having perpetual suocmssion
and a common seal &nd ofpeble in law of suing and being sued in its
corporate nane and, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, of
acquiring, holding, alienating, hypothccatlng, letting and hiring
property, movable and immovable, and of peipforming such acks as
bodies corporate may be law perform. :

6o (1) The funds of the Commission shell consist of grants, fonations ,
fees and subscriptions as may from time %o time be made to it
or be payable to it,

(2) The accounts of the Commission shall be audited annually by such i
person as the Commission, with the approvel of the Governor, shall i
appoint, i
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commercial pul

(a)

(e)
(a)

(£)

(g)

(x)

if it has sufficient fund available for

the purpose, employ a secretary and such other
servants as may be necessary to enszble the
Commission to carry out its functions and pay
their remuneration from its funds.

make a list of all monuments whose proclaﬁation

- a5 national monuments wkeée- it considersd desirsble;

take steps to ascertain the owner of any such monument;

recommend to the Governor the proclamation of any monument
as a national monument; :

if it has sufficient funds availeble for the purpcse,
purchase or otherwise acquire any monument, relic,
ethnographical article or other article of archaeoclogical,
ethnographical, historical or other scientific interest;

assume control over any monument, relic, ethnographical article
or other article of archaeologival, historical or other
scientific interest if requestsd by the person having ihe
ownership or control thereof s to do, and as trustes for

the Government accept any such monument, relic, ethnographical
article or other article which the owner desires to give or
has bequeathed to the Government;

Presure, repair, restore or insure any monunent, relic,
ethnographical article er.othem—asntieds or other article of

ackhaeological, ethnographical, historical or other scientific
interest which is owned by it or under its control;

land or, subject to the provisions of seetion 8,give any
such relic, ethnographical article or other articl = to any
museum or other public institution;

. undert ske excarvation of any sncient monument or any working,

and by writing under the hand of the chairmen authorise any
act to be done which it may deem necessary for excavating,
exploring or safely preserving any sncient monument or
encient working or any relic wharever situate or found and

- by whomsoever owned or controlled including_ﬁhe“placing of

appropriate notices; o

take steps for the erection of‘notices or teblets iﬁ;uitable
places, glving information sbout historical events which
occurred at such -places;

through any of its members, have reasonsble access. at all
reasonsble times to any monument, ancient working, relic,
ethnographical article or other articleof archaeological,
ethnogrephical, historical or other scientific interest, or

Pelieved to be of ‘such interest. .
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(2)

%

10,

(2)

(v)

(a) any shaft, cutting, tunnel or stope ehich was made for mining

(b)  eny article of archaeological cthnographical, historical or
[ Pl 3

Provided thaet - - . L e

The Commission shelil -

when required by the Governor, investigate and report upon any
matter relating to any monument, ancienf'working,:relic,
ethnographical srticle or other article of archaeological,
historicel or other scientific interest or believed to be of such
interest, and upon the disirability or proclaiming any monument as
& national monument; B

on or before the 31st dsy of March in gvery year furnish %o the Governor
& report upon its work during the year which is ended on “he st day
of December last preceding and on any other matter connected with the
preservation of monuments, relics, ethnographical zrticles and other
articles of archaeological, ethnographical, historical or other
scientific interest which it mmy desire to bring to the attention of
the Governor; C N : e

make a register of all national monuments and ancient workings and

of such relics, ethnographicsl articles and erticles of erchaeclogical,
ethnographical, historical or other scientific interest as it may

have a@quired or as have bheen brought to its notice,

Save with the wiitten consent of _the Governor, the Commission
shell not alienate, hypothecate or let any monument, relic,

ethnographical article or article of archaeological, ethnographical,
historical or other scientific interest which is owned by it or for weie}
which 1t is trustes for the Government, o :

The Governor may from time to time, on the recommendation of the
Commission, by notice published in the Gayette, proclaim -

purposes to be an ancient working;

other scientific interest to be an ethnographicel article,

The Governor may“from time to:timc, QBadhenesonnsndation
on the recommendation of the Commission, by notice published

in the Gazette, proclaim any monument to be a national monumen%;

PR

(i) at least one month before recommel ding o the‘G6vernor,
the proclamation of any monument which does not belong
to the Crown, the Commission shall notify the owner-
thereof in writing that it purposes to make such recommenda- '
tion, and such owner may .there=-upon lodge with the -
Gommission objections in writing to the proposed recommenda-

(51) An<epiing any such recommendation the Commission shall submit
- to the Governor proof that the owner coricerned has received
the said noticé and shall also tramsmif. to the Governor
eny ‘objections which may have been lodged against such
reconmendation,
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11, (4) The discovery of any ancient monument, relic or ethnograpical
- article shall be notified in writing to the Commission
- without delay by the discoverer thereof and also by the owner
or occupier of the land upon which such ancient monument,
relic or ethnographical artiele is discovered upon the
giscovery coming to his notice, ' :

(2) Upon receipt of any such notice as is mentioned in sub-
section (1) the Commission shall have a right of option to
scquire the ownership of the antient monument, relic or
ethnographical srticle so discovered upon payment to the owner
of a sum of money to be agreed upon as fair and reasonable
compensation, or failing agreement, upon payment of auch sum
as mey be determined or awarded by such gualified person or
persons as the Govermor msy appoint in that behalf,

(3) If within six months after the receipt of the first notice
of any discovery in terms of sub-gection (1) +he Commission
has failed to notify the owner of such ancient monument,
relic or ethnographicsel, article that it intends to exercise
its option, such right of option shall be deemed to have
lapsed. S : - '

126 No person shall, without the written consent of the Commission,
excavate any ancient monument or asncient working or, if he
receives the written consent of the Commission, excavate il
contrary to any conditions which may have been imposed in such
consent or by regulation under this ordinance.

130 (1) No merson shall, without the written consent of the
Gommission = ' E :
(a) meke any alteration to or destroy or damage, or
(b) - remove from its original site or exbdﬁﬁ”frém Sierra
Leone, S 5 R
any national monument, monument or relic or any part
thereof, ' : R T
” rs: . 2 I - o .
(2) Any person who desiresi to remove from its original
' site or to export from Sierra Leone any national
. monument, monument or relic or any part thereof shall,
when applying to the Gommission for its conseni, supply
.the Commission with a drawing or photograph of the
monument or relic or part theeof in question, and shall
state the exact locality in which it is sitvated and .
the place to which and the purposes for which he desires ‘
to remove or to export it. 2

(3) No person shall, without the written consent of the
Commission, alter, destroy, damage or export from
Sierra Leone any ethnographicel article or any part
thereof,

(1) Any person who desires to export from Sierra Leone
any ethnogrephical articde or any part thereof shall,
when applying to the Commission for its consent, submit
the artiecle or part thereof in guestion for examination
by the Commission or supply the Commission with a drawing

or photograph of the_ ethnograpical article or part thereof
in guestgonf and shall sta%e %he purpose for ngch he

desires to export it,
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15, The Governor may make regulations generally for the better
carrying into effect of the provisions of this Ordghee, and
in particular for prescribing - e '

(a) the procedure in connection with meetings of the
Commission;

(p) the‘qualification of its members;A :
(e) the period for which its meibers shall hold office;

(8) the rates of travelling snd subsistence al'owances
to be paid to memb2rs of the Commission; and

(e) +he conditions to be imposed with respect to any
ancient monument or sncient working, = - -

16 (1) The Commission may meke bye—laws ——-—

{a) regulating the access of the public to any monument,
relics, ethnographical articles and other articles of
archaeological, ethnogravhical, historical or other
scientific interest, which are the property of the
Commission or which by agreement with the owner are
under its control or for which it is trustee for the

Government;

{v) Tixing fees which shall be paysble to the Commission
for such access;

(c) safeguarding national monument, sncient monuments,
tablets, relics, ethnogravhical articles and other
articles of archaeoléigical, ethnographical, historical
or other histerisal scientific interest from disfigurement,
alteration, destruetion or export; and

(d) regulating the excavation of ancient monuments and ancient werlsin
Gorkings and the removal of relics and ethnographicsl articles
from ancient monuments or ancient workings.

(2) Ssuen- bye-laws may prescribe fines not exceeding ten pounds
for contravention thereof or non-complisnce therewith,

(3) 3o such bye-law shall take effect until it has been approved
by the Governor and published in the Gazette,
who -

17 (1} .4ny person/knowingly .
(2) fails to comply with ZEe contravenes any provision of this Orqﬁﬁbe;
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Vs ,
. (b) in any application %o the Commission for its consent
in terms of section 13 makes any statement which is false
in any material respect or supplies therewith any drawing
or photograph which is false in any material respect;

2,
7,

shall be guilty of an offence and lisble on summary conviction to a fine /i

of one hundred pounds or, in default of payment, to imprisonment/for -
six months,

(2) If any person is convicted of an offence in terms of this Ordance
which has resulted in damage to, destruction or removal of any
national monument, encient monument or relic or any part thereof,
or any tablet erected by the Commission, or in damage to or d@struction
of any ethnogrephical article or any part thereof, the Court may,
in addition to any other penalty which it mey impose, order him to
pey such sum as the Court may determine for the purpose of repairing

such damage or for the value of eny article or thing removed or
destroyed. '




