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DATATIONS ABSOLUES, INVENTAIRES ARCHEOLOGIQUES  
ET BIBLIOGRAPHIES EN AFRIQUE CENTRALE  

(DIBAC) 

7. Angola (ANG) 
29 sites, 25 tested and 4 excavated; corpus of 69 14C dates and 5 OSL dates, range from 1 to 
20 dates per site, as in Mbanza Kongo (map: © B. Clist). 

 
Figure 1: Angola catalog of the excavated and radiocarbon dated sites 

 
Figure 2: Histogram up to 10,000 calBP of the 14C dates from Angola 
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7.1. Radiocarbon dates catalog from Angola 

82 14C dates and 5 other dates from 29 sites (25 tested, 4 excavated; range: from 1 to 20 dates) 

Catalog 
n° 

Site name 
(dates number) 

Ref. Lab ID Date BP Standard 
error 

Calibrated 
date bp 

Material 

1 (1) Baia Farta 
(1) 

1 Gif-3479 3400 100 3606 Sh 

2 Benfica / 
Cabolombo 
(5) 

2, 3, 
20 

Ly-4028 (OxA) 
Ly-4029 (OxA) 
Pta-212 
Pta-1025 
Pta-1026 

1715 
375 
1810 
1000 
2160 

30 
25 
50 
70 
60 

1575 
392 
1676 
856 
2092 

Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Sh 
Sh 

3 Berorue 10 / 75 
(1) 

3 Pta-1399 130 40 97 Ch & Bo 

4 Cachama I 
(5) 

4 Beta-25550 
Beta-25583 
Lv-1535 
Lv-1536 
Loc-262 

3330 
2630 
3840 
2680 
3430 

80 
70 
75 
60 
22 

3524 
2681 
4199 
2766 
3632 

Sh 
Sh 
Sh 
Sh 
Sh 

 Caculo Cabaça 
(3-5) 

29 CIRAM-11660 
CIRAM-11661 
CIRAM-11662 
CIRAM-11663 
CIRAM-12277 

Nc 
Nc  
374 
495 
497 

- 
- 
28 
28 
27 

- 
- 
393 
507 
508 

- 
- 
Hb  
Hb  
Hb  

5 Calunda 
(3) 

5 UCLA-171 
UCLA-172 
UCLA-1468B 

4700 
12970 
6225 

100 
250 
80 

5388 
15450 
7078 

Wood 
Ch 
? 

6A Camissombo 
plain 
(1) 

6A UCLA-686 2830 80 2911 Copal 

6B Camissombo 
(1) 

6B UCLA-1468A 11840 100 13667 ? 

7 Caninguiri 
rockshelter 
(3) 

7 Pta-238 
Pta-239 
Pta-240 

7840 
9670 
10410 

80 
90 
90 

8594 
10959 
12235 

Ch 
Ch 
Ch 

20 
 

Chambuage 
mine (1) 

6B UCLA-710 2080 80 2000 Ch  

8 Dundo airfield 
(1) 

6B UCLA-716 1190 80 1058 Ch 

9 Féti 
(2) 

9 Y-587 
Y-588 

1240 
700 

100 
65 

1110 
615 

Ch 
Ch 

10 Furi 
(1) 

5 UCLA-170 1880 80 1770 Wood 

11 Galanga 
(2) 

3 Pta-769 
Pta-772 

2620 
4140 

50 
70 

2696 
4632 

Ch 
Ch 

12 Kamabanga 1 
(1) 

12 Gif-6182 1120 60 986 Ch 

13 Kapanda 
(1) 

13 Ly-154 (OxA) 1870 50 1763 Ch 

14 Liavela 
(1) 

14 GrN-6110 1200 35 1052 Wood 

16 Marrhura 
(1) 

6B UCLA-715 800 80 694 Ch 

20 Matafari 
(1) 

6B UCLA-714 2160 80 2095 Ch  

15A (2) Mbanza Kongo 
(20) 

15 Beta-396492  
Beta-396493 
Beta-396494 
Beta-397782 
Beta-397783 

190 
250 
230 
200 
120 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

174 
201 
195 
187 
87 

Hb 
Hb 
Hb 
Hb 
Hb 

15B Mbanza Kongo 15 Beta-385809  
Beta-386541 
Beta-386542 

140 
250 
200 

30 
30 
30 

96 
201 
187 

Ch 
Ch 
Ch 

15C Mbanza Kongo 15 GrA-53933 
GrA-53965 

375 
365 

35 
35 

395 
392 

Ch 
Ch 
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GrA-53966 375 35 395 Ch 
15D Mbanza Kongo 15 Beta-385809 

Beta-385811  
470 
590 

30 
30 

495 
547 

Ch 
Ch 

15E Mbanza Kongo 15 Beta-386537  
Beta-386538 
Beta-396494 
Beta-396495 
Beta-397782 

40 
130 
230 
230 
90 

30 
30 
30 
30 
30 

- 
91 
195 
195 
- 

Hb 
Hb 
Hb 
Hb 
Hb 

15F Mbanza Kongo 15 Beta-386539 
Beta-386540 

350 
380 

30 
30 

390 
395 

Ch 
Ch 

18 Mucuquesse 3 
(1) 

6B UCLA-711 1330 80 1197 Wood 

19 Mufo 
(7) 

5 
 

C-580 
C-581 
UCLA-167 
UCLA-168 
UCLA-169 
UCLA-709A 
UCLA-709B 

11189 
14483 
6830 
38000 
≥ 34000 
≥ 40000 
≥ 40000 

490 
560 
120 
2500 

13037 
17548 
7649 
41920 
≥ 34000 
≥ 40000 
≥ 40000 

Ch  
Ch  
Wood 
Peat 
Wood 
Wood 
Wood 

21 Museque cave 
(1) 

6B UCLA-718 465 80 459 Ch 

17 Ndalambiri 
(13) 

28 & 
30 

Beta-358360 
Beta-358361 
CIRAM-11664 
CIRAM-12280 
CIRAM-12281 
CIRAM-13449 
CIRAM-13450 
CIRAM-14225 
CIRAM-14226 
CIRAM-15415 
CIRAM-16175 
ID24059 
ID24060 

80 
1490 
13468 
341 
1781 
46261 
1676 
1622 
1568 
1092 
1592 
220 
870 

30 
30 
42 
29 
29 
1454 
27 
29 
29 
32 
29 
20 
20 

- 
1337 
16179 
389 
1650 
48816 
1535 
1470 
1404 
949 
1443 
194 
733 

Pigment 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 
Ch 

22 Ricoco 2 
(1) 

6B UCLA-717 1010 80 862 Ch 

23 Tchibaba 
(1) 

6B UCLA-712 880 80 760 Wood 

24 (3) Tchitundo-Hulo 
Mulume 
(2) 

24 Pta-765 
? 

2620 
2596 

60 
53 

2657 
2623 

Ch 
Ch 

25 Tchitundo-Hulo 
Opeleva 
(1) 

25 ? (Texas lab) 1980 100 1884 Pigment 

26 Quitala 2 / 
Kitala 2 
(1) 

12 Gif-6011 720 60 629 Honey 

 
Notes:  
(1) We got confirmation from P. Giresse potsherds were found associated with the shell midden (pers. com. P. 
Giresse to BC, email, 12 March 2022). In his field notes he reads "amas coquilliers + quelques débris beiges de 
poterie". 
(2) All Mbanza Kongo dates from Clist et al. 2015. 
(3) The two dates from Tchitundo-Hulo Mulume raise a question. C. Ervedosa who excavated inside the 
rockshelter (Ervedosa 1974) mentions only one date processed at Pretoria (2596 bp), from charcoal collected in 
the lower level F (Ervedosa 1980: 162 and 326). Pta-765 recorded in Vogel and Visser (1981: 65) does also 
come from Mulume, at -24/-29 cm, a depth stated as being the lowest level of deposit. 
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Other dates: OL (10Be / 26Al), Th/U, … 
Catalog 
n° 

Site name 
(dates number) 

Reference Lab ID Date BP 
(millions) 

Standar
d error 

Calibrated 
date 

Material 

27A 
OL 
28 

Dungo 4 
(4) 

27 Dungo4-1389 
Dungo4-1397 
Dungo4-1420 
Dungo4-1426 

1.13 
0.76 
1.99 
1.62 

0.09 
0.08 
0.08 
0.09 

- 
- 
- 
- 

Quartz  
Quartz 
Quartz 
Quartz  

27B 
Th/U 
28 

Dungo 4 
(1) 

27 ? ≥ 0.35  - Bo 

 
  



5 
 

7.2. Angola catalog references 
(1) Giresse, P., Kouyoumontzakis, G. and Delibrias, G. 1976. “La transgression fini-Holocène 
en Angola, aspects chronologique, eustatique, paléoclimatique et épirogénique”. Comptes-
rendus de l'Académie des Sciences de Paris, série D, 283: 1157–1160. 
(2) Vogel, J.C. and Visser, E. 1981. “Pretoria radiocarbon dates II”. Radiocarbon, 23 (1): 43–
80; dos Santos Junior, J.R. and Ervedosa, C. 1970. “A estaçâo arqueologica de Benfica, Luanda, 
Angola”. Ciêncas biologicas, 1, 2: 33–51; Valdeyron, N. and da Silva Domingos, S.L. 2009. 
“Nouvelles données sur la préhistoire récente angolaise : le gisement de Cabolombo à Benfica 
revisité”. In: De Méditerranée et d'ailleurs ... Mélanges offerts à Jean Guilaine, 737–749. 
Toulouse: Archives d'Ecologie Préhistorique; Valdeyron, N. and da Silva Domingos, S.L. 2012. 
“Coquillages (beaucoup) et crustacés (un peu) : l’économie des populations littorales de la baie 
de Luanda (Angola), du début de notre ère jusqu’à la période actuelle”. In: Palethnologie de 
l’Afrique, P@lethnologie, directed by Fr.-X. Fauvelle-Aymar. 4 : 111–142; da Silva Domingos, 
S. 2003. “L'amas coquillier de Benfica I (Cabolombo) à Luanda : approche ethno-
archéologique”. DEA diss., Université Toulouse-Le Mirail; da Silva Domingos, S. 2009. “Les 
séries céramiques des amas coquilliers de la région de Luanda (Angola). Contribution à l'étude 
de la préhistoire récente angolaise”, PhD diss., Université de Toulouse-Le Mirail. 
(3) Vogel, J.C. and Visser, E. 1981. “Pretoria radiocarbon dates II”. Radiocarbon, 23: 43–80. 
(4) Lanfranchi, R. and Clist, B. 1987. “Mission de recherches et de formation en République 
Populaire d'Angola, Octobre 1987”. Nsi 2: 4–8; Pais Pinto, L. 1988. “Le musée national 
d'archéologie de Benguela (Angola): bilan des premiers travaux, 1979-1987”. Nsi 3: 5–14; Pais 
Pinto, L. 1992. “Arqueologia da faixa sedimentar de Benguela. A Idade da Pedra e do Ferro. 
Contributo para o seu estudo”. Leba 7: 203–234; Gutierrez, M. 2019. “La chronologie”. In: 
Recherches archéologiques à Baia Farta (Benguela, Angola), directed by M. Gutierrez and 
M.H. Benjamim, 163–179. Paris: l'Harmattan.  
(5) Fergusson, G. J. and Libby, W. F. 1963. “UCLA radiocarbon dates II”. Radiocarbon 5: 1–
22; Berger, R., Fergusson, G. J. and Libby, W. F. 1965. “UCLA Radiocarbon Dates IV”. 
Radiocarbon 7: 336–371; Fagan, B.M. 1965. “Radiocarbon dates for Sub-Saharan Africa III”. 
The Journal of African History 6: 107–116; Clark, J.D. 1963.  Prehistoric cultures of northeast 
Angola and their significance in tropical Africa. Diamang  Publicaçôes culturais n°62, Lisboa; 
Clark, J.D. 1968. Subsidios parce a historia, arqueologia, etnografica dos povos da Lunda : 
further palaeoanthropology studies in northern Lunda. Diamang, Publicaçôes culturais n°78, 
Lisboa. 
(6A & 6B) Berger, R., Fergusson, G. J. and Libby, W. F. 1965. “UCLA Radiocarbon Dates 
IV”. Radiocarbon 7: 336–371; Fagan, B.M. 1966. “Radiocarbon dates  for Sub-Saharan Africa 
IV”. The Journal of African History 7: 495–506; Clark, J.D. 1963.  Prehistoric cultures of 
northeast Angola and their significance in tropical Africa. Diamang  Publicaçôes culturais 
n°62, Lisboa; Clark, J.D. 1968. Subsidios parce a historia, arqueologia, etnografica dos povos 
da Lunda : further palaeoanthropology studies in northern Lunda. Diamang, Publicaçôes 
culturais n°78, Lisboa. 
(7) Vogel, J.C. and Marais, M. 1971. Pretoria radiocarbon dates I. Radiocarbon 13: 378–394. 

(9) Childs, G.M. 1964. “The kingdom of Wambu (Huambo): a tentative chronology”. Journal 
of African History 5: 367–379; Ervedosa, C. 1980. Arqueologia Angolana, 210–220. Lisboa: 
Republica Popular de Angola, Ministerio da Educaçao; Fagan, B.M. 1965. “Radiocarbon dates 
for Sub-Saharan Africa III”. The Journal of African History 6: 107–116. 



6 
 

(12) Abranches, E. 1992. “Relatório sobre as escavaçoes de Kitala e Kamabangas”. Leba 7: 69–
103. 
(13) Gutierrez, M. and Valentin, F. 1995. “Archéologie et anthropologie des tumulus de 
Kapanda (Angola)”. Journal des Africanistes 65: 145–169; Gutierrez, M. 1999. Archéologie et 
anthropologie de la nécropole de Kapanda (Angola), Paris: L'Harmattan. 
(14) Van Noten, F. 1972. “La plus ancienne sculpture sur bois de l'Afrique Centrale?”. Africa-
Tervuren 18: 133–136. 
(15) Clist, B., Lopes, M.C., Barreira, J., Cranshof, E., Mirão, J., Karklins, K. and Bostoen, K. 
2015. Mission d'expertise archéologique: Ville de Mbanza Kongo, République d'Angola, 8-20 
novembre 2015. Unpublished report for the Culture Ministry of the Republic of Angola. 
(19) de Maret, P., Van Noten, F. and Cahen, D. 1977. “Radiocarbon dates from West Central 
Africa : a synthesis”. Journal of African History 18: 481–505; Clark, J.D. 1963.  Prehistoric 
cultures of northeast Angola and their significance in tropical Africa. Diamang  Publicaçôes 
culturais n°62, Lisboa; Clark, J.D. 1968. Subsidios parce a historia, arqueologia, etnografica 
dos povos da Lunda : further palaeoanthropology studies in northern Lunda. Diamang, 
Publicaçôes culturais n°78, Lisboa. 
(24) Vogel, J.C. and Visser, E. 1981. “Pretoria radiocarbon dates II”. Radiocarbon, 23: 43–80; 
Ervedosa, C. 1974. “Arqueologia do Tchitundo-Hulo Mulume, Moçamedes, Angola”.  Ciências 
Biologicas, Universidade de Luanda 1 (3): 155–184; Ervedosa, C. 1980. Arqueologia 
Angolana, 157–163 and 320–326. Lisboa: Republica Popular de Angola, Ministerio da 
Educaçao.  
(25) Gutierrez, M. 2008. Recherches archéologiques en Angola : Préhistoire, art rupestre, 
archéologie funéraire, 125–126. Paris: L'Harmattan; Gutierrez, M. 2009. Art rupestre en 
Angola, 124. Saint Maur: Editions Sépia. 
(27) Gutierrez, M., Guerin, C., Lena, M. and Jesus, M.P. 2001. “Exploitation d'un grand cétacé 
au Paléolithique ancien : le site de Dungo V à Baia Farta (Benguela, Angola)”. Comptes-Rendus 
de l'Académie des Sciences de Paris 332: 357–362; Gutierrez, M., Guerin, C., Karlin, C., Jesus, 
M.P., Benjamim, M.H., Lebatard, A.-E., Bourles, D., Braucher, R. and Leanni, L. 2010. 
“Recherches archéologiques à Dungo (Angola). Un site de charognage de baleine de plus d'un 
million d'années”. Afrique : Archéologie et Arts 6: 25–47; Jesus, M.P. 2010. “Recherches sur 
le Paléolithique inférieur de la Bande côtière d’Angola : Etude comparative techno-typologique 
des sites : de Dungo IV, Dungo V, Dungo XII”. PhD diss., Université de Paris I - Panthéon 
Sorbonne; Jesus, M. and Gutierrez, M. 2019. “Les sites du complexe Dungo”. In: Recherches 
archéologiques à Baia Farta (Benguela, Angola), directed by M. Gutierrez and M.H. 
Benjamim, 39–89. Paris: l'Harmattan; Lebatard, A.-E., Bourles, D.L. and Braucher, R. 2019. 
“Absolute dating of an Early Paleolithic site in Western Africa based on the radioactive decay 
of in situ-produced 10Be and 26Al”. Nuclear Instruments and Methods in Physics Research 
Section B: Beam Interactions with Materials and Atoms 456: 169–179. 

(28) Rosina, P., Oosterbeek, L., Martins, C.P. and Gomes, H. 2018. “Dating and Raman 
spectroscopy of rock art paintings in Ebo, Angola”. Azania: Archaeological Research in Africa 
53: 83–97. 

(29)  Mateus (S.), D'oliveira (S.), Mesfin (I.), Benjamim (E.P.), de Saulieu (G.), Raul (M.K.), 
Coutros (P.R.), José (S.), António (F.) & Benjamim (M.H.), 2026, First Evidence of Burial 
Practices and Stone Constructions from the 15th Century a.d. Pre-Colonial Middle Cuanza 
River, Angola, Journal of Field Archaeology, DOI: 10.1080/00934690.2026.2623354. 



7 
 

(30) Mesfin (I.), Coutros (P.R.), Hanon (R.), Raul (M.K.), Vié (J.-Th.), Hammou (Y.), Nafoia 
(J.), Dehut (C.), Domingos Sabao (N.), Robion-Brunner (C.), Benjamim (M.-H.) & Lussento 
Cupata (J.), 2026, A new archaeological chrono-cultural sequence for the rock art site of 
Ndalambiri, Cuanza Sul, Angola, Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports, 73, 105805. 

 


	7. Angola (ANG)
	7.1. Radiocarbon dates catalog from Angola
	7.2. Angola catalog references


