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14 Décembre:

15 Décembre:

08h30 SESSION N°4 : "Orientations pour une
nouvelle politique archéologique, un cas
exemplaire: Mbanza Kongo'.

12h00 Fin de la session et bilan.

15h00/17h00 Visite du siege définitif du
CICIBA.

08h30 SESSION N°5: '"L’Association des
archéologues du monde bantu''.

12h00 Fin de la session du matin.

15h00 Reprise des travaux.

16h30 Fin de la session et bilan.

16h30/17h30 Synthése générale des sessions.

17h30/18h00 Cloture des travaux et cocktail
pour les participants.
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concentration on propagation of root and other vegetable crops
in the north-westerly regions.

Particular interest attaches to the beginning of the herding
of domestic animals in southern Africa. In an earlier paper
(Phillipson 1989) I have drawn attention to the contrast
between the first wvillage settlements in the eastern and
central areas. In the relatively well watered east, mixed-
farming societies supported both by cultivation and by herding
were established from about the second century AD onwards. By
contrast, the counterpart development in the more arid inland
region took place more gradually; and settlements there were
supported largely by the herding of domestic animals -
predominantly cattle - from the second half of the first
millenium AD. In both these regions the early farming
settlements are attributed to the Early Iron Age.

There is one other group of people with access to domestic
animals who are relevant to the present discussion. Sheep (and
possibly cattle) were herded in south-westermost Africa from as
long ago as the first century AD. Bones of domestic sheep
(Klein 1984) have been recovered at several sites of this
period in coastal regions of the western Cape Province of South
Africa, associated with pottery that is clearly distinct from
that of the Early Iron Age; the tools are exclusively of stone
and bone, and there is no evidence for the working of iron. It
is recognised that these occurrences pre-date by up to two
centuries the first Early Iron Age settlement of South Africa -
that of coastal Natal. They are some 400-500 years older than
any substantial farming settlements currently known in more
inland regions (fig.1). Since wild sheep are totally unknown in
southern Africa, it must be assumed that the domestic animals
were introduced from somewhere further north.

In recent years attention has again been focussed on the
presence 1in over twenty rock-shelter sites in south-western
Zimbabwe of the remarkable pottery known as Bambata ware
(Robinson 1966). Similar pottery has now been reported from
open-air sites in central Botswana (Denbow 1986). Despite
confusion that has arisen from the extension of the term
'Bambata ware' to apply to other archaeological assemblages, it
is clear that the original discoveries are markedly distinct in
form, technology and style from the pottery that is found on
the village sites of the early farmers. In 1981, further
excavations at Bambata Cave in the Matopo Hills revealed sherds
of Bambata ware associated with microlithic artefacts, bones of
domestic sheep, and charcoal which has been dated to the
third/second century BC (Walker 1983).

Several scholars have attributed great significance to this

date, which is supported by another age-determination for
similar pottery at the nearby site of Tshangula. This emphasis
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